Media Assignment Observation Chart

This is an example of a Media Observation Chart. Feel free to use this one, or make your own
version. You must include the name and type of media you are observing. Also, you need to
provide the length of the coverage, summary of the content, type of presentation, and the
importance given to the topic being discussion during your observation.

Name of the Media: Associated Press News
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for
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*Feel free to use more space if necessary
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Summary:

The Associated Press, in their coverage of the US midterms, provided what could be
called very good reporting, as they are known for. Frequent updates were delivered on a variety
of topics with many people involved in producing them. The expanse of the Associated Press
helps it to provide many different perspectives on key events as they unfold.

The reporting done by the Associated Press is renowned for being very accurate. With
regards to their midterm coverage, they were fairly accurate in predicting the outcome,
questioning the strength of a ‘blue wave’ and basing its predictions off of historical precedent set
by previous midterm elections. In the category of accuracy, the Associated Press gets a check-
mark of approval.

Coverage could also be called ‘complete’. From the start of the midterms right up until
the very end, and even now, the Associated Press has provided both in-depth and very brief
coverage on varying aspects of the elections as they’ve developed. Nothing was left untouched.
The demographics of the various races, the campaigning done by major political figures,
economic outlook, political policies, and more were all covered by the Associated Press. Another
check-mark of approval is given.

One thing that is very admirable about the Associated Press is that, with so many people
writing for them, they manage to maintain a very good balance that gives them a Center rating on
political bias. They seem very fair-minded, and even if certain conservative or liberal views of
authors shine through on a few articles, they end up balancing one another out in the end. If one
finds the coverage given by one AP author to be somewhat off, there is likely another author
employed by the Associated Press who covered that same aspect of the same event in a different
way. Many of the articles that I read as part of the Mass Media Project were presented very
factually and with many statistics and historical precedents to back up any claims that were made
by the authors. This offers credibility and makes me feel that they are very fair-minded and
unbiased. Yet another check-mark of approval must be handed out.

Being such a large news organization, the Associated Press is able to greatly vary their
coverage of events. The United States midterm elections were no exception. Specific races may
be focused on one day, and the next day, comments made by former President Barack Obama or
current President Donald Trump may be focused on and analyzed. On a different day, the global
markets can be analyzed to see the effect that the US midterms have had on them, or perhaps the
platforms of candidates can be broken down to show areas of weakness and strength. Questions

can be asked and discussed. This varied coverage is very important in painting a complete



picture, and is something else that the Associated Press exceeds at doing. A final check-mark of
approval is won by the Associated Press.
Overall, the Associated Press provided very good coverage of the United States midterm

elections that were accurate, complete, fair-minded, and varied.



